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Release notes - 1 July 2026_Changes to NSW
Planning Portal APlIs

On 1 July 2026, new functionality will be released to support the
introduction of the Development Coordination Authority (DCA). These
changes will impact the development application and concurrence
services within the NSW Planning Portal, and there will be API

Impacts.

Overview

Release date 01/07/2026 (Effective date)

Were these changes part of a Yes - Implementation of the Development Coordination Authority
I Lo

policy implementation? I No

Description of the change These enhancements are required to support the implementation of the

Development Coordination Authority (DCA) within the development

application process effective from 1 July 2026.

The release introduces new referral assessment capabilities and workflow
controls to support the assessment of development and modification
applications requiring concurrence, integrated, or consultation

assessment.
The enhancements enable:

e early identification of applications requiring external agency referral

e introduction of new referral workflow capabilities for DCA-related

assessments

e validation responses that restrict specific council actions while DCA

referral review processes are in progress

e improved visibility and exchange of referral-related information

between applicants/developers, Councils, DCA, and relevant agencies
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e introduction of additional referral-related data attributes and

document handling within the Online DA process.

These changes are designed to support a streamlined, compliant, and
coordinated assessment process while minimising disruption to existing
Council integrations through primarily additive and non-breaking API

enhancements.
There will be APl impacts to the Online DA service v2 API:

e Changes to existing ‘CreateDA’, ‘EditDA’, ‘UpdateDA’,

‘GetCaselnfoSync’ and ‘AcceptReturn’ operations
e Addition of a new ‘ReferToExternalAgency’ operation.
There will be APl impacts to the Common Inbound v2 APIs:
e Changes to existing ‘Reject’ operation
The API changes include:

e introduction of new referral-related attributes and validation rules
e validation responses during DCA referral review processing
e additional document categories including ‘Pre-Lodgement Advice’

e temporary backward compatibility support for existing Council

integrations for a limited transition period following go live.

Date available in UAT

The information and API changes will be available to vendors for build and
test activities from 19 June 2026.
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APl impacts

The table below outlines the APl impacts for this release.

1. Online DA service v2 API

The following changes will be made to the Online DA service v2 API:

Summary of business / user interface API type Change type APIlimpact Action required
change
On the application form within the Online  [Existing Non-breaking |e The following attributes have been added to | These changes are applicable for
DA service, the applicant / developer will change the ‘CreateDA’, ‘EditDA’, ‘UpdateDA’ and applications submitted on or after 1 July
answer an updated planning question to ‘GetCaselnfoSync’ APl operations: 2026.
indicate whether referral to any . . o o i ino ¢ ’
o New attribute ‘CIRRequired Councils consuming ‘CreateDA’,
Commonwealth, State or other agency is . ' ‘UpdateDA’ and ‘GetCaselnfoSync’
) o New repeating attribute group
required. . operations are required to amend,
‘CIRClauselList’ to capture referral
it iR “ inati consume and support the newly
The existing question “Is the application for clause details when ‘isCIRRequired’ is
integrated development? *” will be e introduced CIR referral-related
es
e The following attributes have been
referred to an external agency or other e Council systems should ensure
) introduced to the ‘CIRClauseList’ attribute: . )
body? *”. The user selects either: Yes / No / appropriate downstream mapping,
Unsure. o CIRClauselist().categoryName validation, processing and storage logic
o CIRClauselList().clauseDescription
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Summary of business / user interface

change

If ‘Yes'is selected, the user must select the

relevant clauses from the list displayed.

APl type

Change type APIlimpact

o CIRClauselList().clauseType

Applicable values for CIR clause selections

will be retrieved via the ‘ReferenceData’ API.
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Action required

is implemented for the new referral-

related attributes and clause data.

e Councils using ‘EditDA’ operation are
required to review and assess whether
adoption of the new CIR referral-
related attributes is required for their

EditDA implementation scenarios.

A new ‘Referral to an External Agency’
screen is introduced in the lodgement

stage of the Online DA service.

During DA Lodgement, council users will be
able to access the ‘Referral to an External
Agency’ screen to indicate whether
approval is required from any

Commonwealth, State, or other Agency.

Based on the response, the system
determines if a DCA ‘Completeness Review’
is required and enforces the relevant
workflow, including case creation, routing,

and DCA clock behaviour.

New

Breaking

New operation ‘ReferToExternalAgency’
introduced to support the external agency

referral workflow.

New mandatory attribute
‘CIRApprovalRequired’ has been added to the
‘ReferToExternalAgency’ operation to
capture whether approval is required from

any Commonwealth, State or other agency.

Councils are encouraged to review, plan
and progressively adopt the new
‘ReferToExternalAgency’ operation to
support the DCA referral workflow

integration for Online DA applications.

To support the transition to the DCA
model, temporary backward compatibility
support will be provided from 1 July 2026.
The system will apply a default
transitional behaviour to allow existing
council integrations and Online DA service
lodgement processing to continue

operating.
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Summary of business / user interface

change

APl type

Change type APIlimpact

QERNW

Action required

Councils intending to adopt the enhanced
referral workflow integration should
coordinate implementation planning with

the ePlanning API team.

Note: Backward compatibility support for
the existing implementation is expected to
remain available for an interim transition
period. The end date will be

communicated once finalised.

A new screen will be introduced for council
users when they are completing the
‘Lodgement’ stage within the Online DA
service. A new screen titled ‘Referral to an
External Agency’ will be displayed prior to
the existing ‘Completeness check’ screen.
This step has been added to obtain advice
from DCA as to whether approval is
required from Commonwealth, State, or

other agency.

Existing

Non-breaking

New attribute ‘CIRApprovalRequired’ has
been added to the ‘UpdateDA’, ‘EditDA’ and

‘GetCaselnfoSync’ operations.

The ‘CIRApprovalRequired’ attribute will
capture whether approval is required from
any Commonwealth, State or other agency

during the ‘Lodgement’ stage.

e Councils consuming ‘UpdateDA’ and
‘GetCaselnfoSync’ operations are
encouraged to amend and consume the
newly introduced
‘CIRApprovalRequired’ attribute as part
of the API payload to support the

enhanced DCA referral workflow.

e Councils using ‘EditDA’ operation are
encouraged to review and assess

adoption of this enhancement where
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Summary of business / user interface APl type Change type APIlimpact Action required

change

relevant to their ‘EditDA’

implementation scenarios.

These changes are applicable for

applications submitted on or after 1 July

2026.

Council user is unable to reject, return or  [Existing Non-breaking | e New validation has been introduced in the No action required.
accept a development or modification ‘AcceptReturn’ operation to restrict
application until the DCA referral check Accept/Return actions until the DCA referral
process has been completed. If they check is completed or the DCA clock is
attempt to, an error message will be expired or unlocked.
displayed. ¢ New validation message will be returned by

the ‘AcceptReturn’ operation through error

code DPE_E100 when Accept or Return

actions are attempted while the DCA referral

check process is still in progress.
Added optional ‘Pre-lodgement Advice’ Existing Non-breaking |e New optional document category ‘Pre- No action required
document category. This can be used by Lodgement Advice’ has been introduced in
applicants, developers and council users to the ‘CreateDA’, ‘UpdateDA’ and
upload pre-lodgement advice. Council ‘GetCaselnfoSync’ operations.

systems consuming these APIls will be able
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Summary of business / user interface APl type Change type APIlimpact Action required

change
to receive and process the ‘Pre-Lodgement

e The ‘Pre-Lodgement Advice’ document will
Advice’ document. be available as part of the DA document

payload exchanged through these APIs.

e Councils using these APIs may receive the
new ‘Pre-Lodgement Advice’ document as

part of application submission.

2. Common inbound v2 API

The following changes will be made to the Common inbound v2 API:

Summary of business / user interface APl type Change type APl impact Action required
change

Council user is unable to reject a Existing  |Non-breaking e New validation has been introduced in the No action required
development or modification application ‘Reject’ operation to restrict rejection actions

until the DCA referral check process has until the DCA referral check is completed or the

been completed. If they attempt to, an DCA clock is expired/unlocked.

error message will be displayed. e New validation message will be returned by the

‘Reject’ operation through error code DPE_E100
when a rejection action is attempted while the

DCA referral check process is still in progress.
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More information

For more information about the APl changes, please contact the APl team on email

ePlanningAPl@planning.nsw.gov.au .

Acronyms

This document has contained the following acronyms:
e APl - Application Program Interface
e CNR - Concurrence and referral

e DCA - Development Coordination Authority
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